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Ohi» epistle also gave fervent expression to 
the religious concern of that body for the ad- 
vance of all our testimonies. 

These epistles were felt to be edifying, and 
the reading of them elicited much responsive 
remark, f 

The epistle from Indiana Yearly Meetin i 
was alsu of living interest, and led to sever 
exercises touching subjects treated of therein. 

On Second-day afternoon the Representa- 
tives announced in women’s meeting that 
they were united in recommending the reap- 

ointment of Phebe W. Foulke for Clerk and 

fartha Dodgson for Assistant Clerk. Both 
Friends were approved, but Martha Dodgson 
declined on account of physical inability, and 
Jane D. Satterthwaite consented to remain in 
the position of Assistant Clerk. 

The epistles from Illinois and from Genesee i 
were next read, after which a committee to i 
essay replies to the epistles was appointed. | 

A nominating committee to name a new 
standing committee, to have charge of the In- 
dian Concern in conjunction with men Friends i 
was also appointed. | 

Lydia H. Price and others asked that this | 
meeting take into consideration the ware of 
ae the legislature of Pennsylvania 
in regard to the enacting of a temperance law 
adapted to the needs of our day. 

A proposition from Abington Quarterly i 
Meeting was then laid before the meeting, 
asking for slight omissions from our Book of 
Discipline, and a committee was named to 
join with men Friends in the consideration of 
this subject. 

In the men’s meeting the corresponding 
opening business was despatched, and Benja- * 
min G. Foulke and Barclay White were ap- 
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« Both branches of this body assembled in 
their respective houses at Fifteenth and Race 
streetson the 9th inst., at 10 o’clock A.M., and 
proceeded to the usual opening business. in 
the women’s meeting an aged Friend appeared 
in devout supplication for the Divine blessing 
on this meeting and upon its services. Other 
ministers followed. briefly in solemn retro- 
spection, and with words of wise counsel to 
those who now form the ranks of workers in 
the affairs of this Society. 

Ann Packer remarked that the greatest work 
for any of those who would wisely serve the 
Church is to lay aside the selfish nature, and 
to engage willingly, with true meekness and 
dedication, in that labor, and that alone, to 
which they are appointed by the inspeaking 
Word of God. 

An epistle from Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
was then read. It responded feelingly to the 
sentiments expressed in Philadelphia’s epistle 
of last year. The temperance cause was em- 
phasized, and the importance of throwing 
every right influence over our youth was dwelt 
upon. The New York epistle next engaged 
attention. It expressed an earnest concern to 
be truly faithful in bearing aloft the testi- 
monies of Truth borne by the faithful fathers 
who founded our Religious Society. Devout 
aspirations after the standard of a righteous 
life of Christian work and of faith were ex- 

ressed. 

The First-day schools, which call forth the 
earnest efforts of the pious among the young 

and enlist the concern and care of the ex- 

perienced Friends, were stated to be a subject 
of profound interest to New York Friends. 
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pointed Clerk and Assistant. Committees 
were appointed to nominate Friends for a new 
Indian Committee, to settle with the Treasurer, 
and to consider the proposal from Abington 
peasants Mesting to omit a clause from the 
Book of Discipline iu regard to funerals. 


The epistles from corresponding Yearly 
Meetings were read with interest, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to respond. 

Ann Packer, a minister from Green Plain 
Monthly Meeting, Ohio; Rebecca J. Mason, 
of Milton, Ind., her traveling companion, and 
Thomas Foulke, a minister of New York 
Monthly Meeting, were introduced by min- 
utes from their respective meetings to both 
branches. 

On Third-day (the 10th inst.) the meeting, 
after some exercises on various subjects of in- 
terest, received the unanimous report on the 
peers changes in the Book of Discipline. 

he omission asked for was recommended, and 
the meeting promptly approved the judgment 
of the committee. 

The review of the state of the Society was 
then entered upon, and the First, Second and 
Third Queries and their answers were con- 
sidered, and they introduced the meeting into 
much concern and interest in view of the de- 
ficiencies acknowledged. In some localities 
within our borders the severe weather of the 
ec winter has occasionally prevented the 

olding of some of the small meetings. 

The Second and Third Queries were an- 
swered about as usual, and also elicited very 
= expressions concerning the subjects em- 




























































































On Third-day afternoon, after a feeling tes- 
ieneny to the peace and joy attendant on a 
humble walk with God, the Fourth Query 
claimed attention. Friends were reported to 
be arr clear of the violation of the laws 
Jaid down in this important Query. Several 
Friends spoke earnestly in exhortation and 
encouragement to our members to uphold 
carefully and zealously our testimony to tem- 
perance, and to endeavor to use their influ- 
ence, as far as ible, against both the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicants and the culti- 
vation and use of tobacco. 

It is believed that the influence of the wo- 
men of the Society of Friends may be potent 
in ee important reforms if it is zeal- 
ously and judiciously exerted. 


The Fifth Query was answered very fully in 
the affirmative; but the subject of the employ- 
ment of those needing aid and rendering a 
fair price for their labor was dwelt upon at 
some length. 

The answers to the Sixth Query very gen- 
erally made an exception in regard to ‘a 
faithful testimony against a Medline minis- 
try.’’ Some of our members appear to be in 
the habit of occasional attendance upon a 
salaried ministry. One Friend considered 
that some do not stand faithful in regard to 
taking oaths in courts of justice. Another 
felt a lack of a true sympathy for the free 
Gospel of Christ among us. If there were 
more tenderness and charity toward those who 
are humbly willing to serve the Heavenly 
Father in the way of His appointment, we 
would feel no lack of a living and free min- 
wey ounces us. 

e Seventh Query was answered in the 
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affirmative, to the satisfaction and rejoicing 
of all. 


The Eighth Query was answered in the 
same full affirmative, with the exception that 
the non-attendanceof meetings was not treated 
in some cases as a Violation of discipline. 


In the men’s meeting on the 10th the con- 
sideration of the state of the Society, as far as 
the reading and answering the Fourth Query, 
was proceeded with. The answers and their 
summaries were not essentially different from 
those of women Friends. The summary an- 
swer to the Fourth Query was: Friends are 
clear, so far as appears, of the manufacture and 
sale of all intoxicating beverages, with an ex- 
ception mentioned in one of the reports and 
a qualification in one other report that they 
are very generally clear. They are generally 
careful to discourage thejr use as a drink. 
Caution is observed in the use thereof as a 
medicine. They are mostly careful to discour- 
age the attending places of diversion and the 
unnecessary frequenting of taverns. Modera- 
tion and temperance are generally observed 
on account of marriages, burials and other oc- 
casions. i 

Samuel 8. Ash said he was very glad that 
we had such full reports, and he hoped the 
time was not far distant when we could have 
a caution against the use of tobacco and nar- 
cotics. 

Edward H. Magill said he hoped Friends 
would soon be ready for this step. 

A very general expression of unity was 
given on the subject of tobacco and narcotics. 

This special concern interested both meet- 
ings simultaneously, and a very general de- 
sire is now evidently felt among Friends for 
an advisory or cautionary clause in the Book 
of Discipline upon the cultivation, manufac- 
ture, sale and use of tobacco. The undoubted 
evils which attend its use are becoming every 
year more manifest, while the large profits 
realized in the production of the plant are in- 
ducing even Friends to devote their lands to 
the culture of it. It is indeed gratifying to 
observe that the moral sense of the Society is 
being aroused upon this important subject. 


On Fourth-day morning (the 11th inst.) the 
women’s meeting considered the Second Annu- 
al Query and its answers. The full and satisfac- 
tory report of our Society schools was grati- 
fying, and a Friend spoke of her earnest 
gratitude that so much has been accomplished 
in this cause. She called attention to the fact 
that there are, besides those reported, 66 
schools whose special care is to gather the 
children of our Society and to instruct them, 
as ability is felt, in the tenets of our simple 
faith. More than 500 teachers and officers, 
caring for near 5,000 children, are engaged in 
this important effort, and she felt assured no 
better work is now going on in this Yearly 
Meeting than this of the First-day schools. 
If it goes on with faith and energy, there will 
be no lack of earnest and devoted standard- 
bearers for this Society. Valiants in the 
Truth will arise from the rank of the learners 
and workers in our First-day schools. 

The subject of the appointment of a Stand- 
ing Committee of the Yearly Meeting to take 
into consideration the advancement of the 
cause of temperance was next introduced, 
and the meeting, with great unanimity and 
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romptness, proceeded to appoint a nominat- 

ng committee. 

A Friend then expressed a concern to make 
& visit to the men’s meeting, and the meeting 
concurring, she was set at liberty and another 
Friend offered to accompany her in the pro- 

sed visit. Inquiry being made, men 

riends proposed to receive her and her 
companions at the opening of the afternoon 
meeting. 

The annual report of the Standing Joint 
Committee on Education was next read. It 
gave a statement of the efforts and engage- 
ments of the committee during the past year. 
‘The small expenditure of funds and the valu- 
able results of the labors of the committee 
were remarkable, and led Friends to hope for 
yet better things in the near future. 

At the afternoon meeting, a Friend from 
New York visited the women’s meeting 

A nominating committee to bring forward 
mames of Friends to serve on the Standing 
Committee on Education was next appointed. 
The meeting was then engaged for some time 
an discussing the report of the Committee on 
the establishment of a Boarding-school under 
the care of this Yearly Meeting for a relig- 
jously guarded education of the youth of this 
Society. The report proposed the abandon- 
ment of the project, but this was not con- 
curred in by the meeting, and the subject was 
again referred to the committee for its care 
and attention another year. (This action 
was afterwards rescinded, to correspond with 
the action of men’s meeting.) 


At the morning session of the men’s meet- 
iing (12th inst.) the Fifth and Sixth Queries 
‘were read and considered, and, in regard to 
the latter, it was remarked that ‘‘The word 
hireling was an opprobrious epithet, whether 
it was so intended or not; and, as a Christian 
people, professing to follow Christ, not in the 
“T am holier than thou’ sense, but in the hu- 
mility that Christ giveth us, we cannot use it. 
When I meet ministers of the Gospel of other 
denominations, among whom I have personal 
friends whom I esteem, I would blush at the 
thought of using any such expression. The 
idea is that any one who makes compensa- 
tion the object of preaching isa hireling, and, 
as Jesus said, ‘Careth more for the fleece than 
the flock.’ ”’ 

At the afternoon session, the Seventh Query 
was answered. 

In response to the Ninth, the answer was: 
“‘Care is taken to keep a regular record of 
births and deaths.”’ 

The answers to the Second Annual Query 
showed Friends of this Yearly Meeting have 
39 schools, superintended by committees, and 
taught by teachers in membership, and hav- 
ing 1,648 pupils. In addition to these secular 
schools, officially reported, a statement, simi- 
Jar to the one reported in women’s meeting, 
in relation to the extent of the First-day 
school work within our Yearly Meeting, was 
presented. 


On Third-day evening the Committee on 
Indian Affairs of the seven Yearly Meetings, 
met in convention at Race Street Meeting 
House. The report of the last meeting was 
read and accepted. The secretary informed 
the convention that House bill 5038, providing 
for giving :the Indians their homesteads in fee 
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simple and in severalty, after several days’ 
discussion, had failed to pass the Senate. 

The committee appointed to investigate 
charges made against Isaiah Lightner, former 
agent of the Utes, by Indian Agency Inspect- 
or Wm. J. Pollock, declares them to be un- 
founded. 

Much discussion took place ,on the subject 
of the unfair treatment of Friends, in con- 
nection with the Indians, by the last admin- 
istration. 

On the conclusion of the meeting, a com- 
mittee was appointed to go to Washington 
and call upon the President and the Secretary 
of the Interior, to learn as far as possible the 
disposition of the new administration towards 
Friends in this affair. The committee con- 
sists of Barclay White, Clement M. Biddle 
and John Saunders, of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting ; Thomas H. Matthews, Bveen Black- 
burn and Richard T. Bentley, of Baltimore, 
and Stephen R. Hicks, of New York Yearly 
Meeting. 


Fifth-day afternoon (the 13th inst.) several 
Friends had words of counsel and exhortation 
to offer, after which the report of the com- 
mittee to which was last year referred the 
subject of the proposal from [llinois Yearly 
Meeting for a periodic conference of the seven 
Yearly Meetings of America was laid before 
the Meeting. They had conferred together on 
the subject, and had not found their way clear 
to recommend to the Yearly Meeting the 
adoption of the measures iy ee The re- 
port was approved, and the meeting united 
that the project should be abandoned for the 
present. 

Mary S. Lippincott, in approving the judg- 
ment of the committee, expressed the hope 
that the several bodies of Friends will now 
feel more fully their responsibility to take 
hold, by means of their representative com- 
mittees, of the various works of reform sug- 
gested by Illinois Friends. 

The minutes of the Representative Com- 
mittee of this Yearly Meeting were then read. 
These minutes gave a review of the work 
done by this body during the past year, and 
were of much interest. 

A Nominating Committee, to present the 
names of Friends to serve on the Eansotional 
Committee, was then appointed. 

The report of Nominating Committee to 
bring forward the names of Friends to serve 
upon the Committee on Indian Affairs was 
next read. 


At the men’s meeting in the afternoon the 
minutes of the Representative Committee, 
which has charge of the business of this 
meeting during the year, were read. A me- 
morial on the subject of intemperance, for the 
Legislature of Maryland, has been prepared ; 
fifteen hundred and ninety-seven books and 
pamphlets have been distributed during the 
past year among those desirous to become ac- 
quainted with Friends’ principles and testi- 


monies. 
The report of the Committee on Education 
was read. They had labored to establish 


schools where there are none, and to assist 
others that are in a languishing condition. 
The subject of a general superintendent over 
all our schools has claimed the attention of 
the committee. 
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A committee was appointed to unite with a | 
similar one from women’s meeting in bring- 
ing forward the names of a new committee. 

A proposition was received from women’s 
meeting for the appointment of a standin 
committee on the subject of temperance, an 
after animated discussion the matter was left 
over for consideration next day. 


On Sixth-day (the 13th) this Yearly Meet- 
ing finished its labors, both branches thereof 
uniting substantially in all the action pro- 
posed by either. The morning session of the 
men’s meeting opened with the consideration 
of a concern presented to them at a former 
sitting by a deputation from the women’s 
meeting. The minute from the women’s 
meeting expressed the conviction of that bod 
that much of the suffering in this life is attri- 
tutable to a violation of the physical laws of 
our being. Deeply impressed with a sense of 
the importance to the world of a diffusion of 
knowledge in regard to the effects of alcoholic 
stimulants, it is proposed that the Yearly 
Meeting take into serious consideration this 
subject. It was concluded to appoint a com- 
mittee to take this subject into consideration 
and report at a future sitting. 

A committee of forty-three was appointed 
to unite’ with women’s committee, with the 
understanding that, if they approved of it, 
they should forward the names of a standing 
committee, as proposed by the women’s meet- 
ing. 

The report of the Indian Committee was 
read, giving an interesting account of their 
labors to improve the condition of this people. 
Regrets were felt that the government had 
thrown difficulties in the way of Friends’ 
agents, two of the agents being compelled to 
resign. They have kept one agent by supple- 
menting the salary of the government. At 

resent Friends have care of the Santee and 

reat Nemaha Agencies, two of the six 
agencies intrusted to the care of Friends by 
President Grant in 1869. The committee has 
labored harmoniously with those of the seven 
Yearly Meetings. 

Ata recent meeting of all the delegates, a 
committee was appointed to have an interview 
with the authorities of the general govern- 
ment as to our present status on the subject. 
A new committee was appointed to attend to 
this interesting concern. : 

The Committee on the Treasurer’s Account 
reported a balance on hand of $2,717.15. They 
propose that $2,000 be raised for this year, that 
Thos. J. Husband be re-appointed Treasurer, 
and that Dillwyn Parrish, 1017 Cherry street, 
and Joseph C. Turnpenny, 813 Spruce street, 
be Correspondents of this Yearly Meeting. 
The Committee on the Change of the Dis- 
pline reported to strike out the clause, 

hat Friends do not publish invitations in 
our meeting of burial where a hireling min- 
ister is expected to officiate.”’ The report was 
adopted and the change made, women’s meet- 
ing having come to a similar conclusion. 


At the afternoon session a Committee on 
Education and the Care of Schools was ap- 
pointed, and they were authorized to draw 
funds to carry on their work. 

The joint committee on the subject of estab- 
aw a boarding school reported that, after 
careful and deliberate consideration, a deep 


ci 
es 


coneern was manifested for the guarded 
education of our children at moderate cost, 
but the way did not open for the establish- 
ment of such a school. The report was 
adopted and the committee released. 

The subject of a conference of all the Year-- 
ly Meetings on the matter introduced by Illi-- 
nois Yearly Meeting was considered, the com- 
mittee having reported that way did not open. 
to unite with the proposition, and this report. 
was adopted. 

The Committee to present a Memorial to. 
Congress asking for the appointment of a com- 
mission to investigate the effects of the alco-- 
holic liquor traffic reported that it was pre- 
sented and read in the Senate and was given 
to the House of Representatives ; also to the 
President and his wife, who expressed their 
—s of the measure. 

The Committee to Nominate a Standing 
Committee on Temperance reported the names. 
of a large number of men and women Friends. 
who were appointed. 

An essay of an epistle addressed to New 
York, Baltimore, Ohio, Indiana, Genesee 
and Illinois Yearly Meetings was read and 
approved. The meeting adjourned after adopt- 
ing this minute: 

“The representatives of the Quarterly Meet- 
ings to this meeting are enjoined to carry 
down to their subordinate meetings the exer- 
cises of this meeting, that the brethren at. 
home may thereby be strengthened to mind 
their callings. Every member of our Society 
has a work to do, and we would affectionatel 
counsel all often to draw into silence and see 
for a qualification to labor in the department 
assigned us by our Father in Heaven. We 
have to acknowledge the goodness and mercy 
of Almighty God in again pene us. 
to assemble in this our annual meeting, and 
enabling us at seasons to feel the overshadow- 
ing of His love and power, which is the crown 
of our assembly. With thankful hearts for 
His renewed favor, we now conclude, to meet 
again at the usual time next year, if consist- 
ent with His holy will.” 


The Sixth-day morning session of the wo- 
men’s meeting was opened with the reception 
of the report of the Nominating Committee to. 
bring forward names of persons to serve on 
the Standing Committee on Education. The 
report was accepted. 

‘he Committee on Epistles reported that 
they had, after deep deliberation, decided to 
prepare one general essay to be directed to. 
each of the corresponding Yearly Meetings. 
The essay of an epistle was read, was fully 
approved by the meeting, and after slight 
amendment it was accepted. 


At the opening of the afternoon session, 
Robert Hatton visited the women’s meeting, 
and delivered a solemn address of exhortation 
to those assembled to be watchful of the lead- 
ings and guidance of the Divine Spirit, and 
assuring them if this principle is ever aban- 
doned by this people they will be scattered as. 
sheep upon the mountains. 

Before the departure of the men Friends, 
Sarah Hunt appeared in supplication, ascrib- 
ing praise and thanks to the Heavenly Father 
for the precious testimony which had just 
been borne by this dear brother, and invoking 
upon him the continuance of Divine favor 
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through all the remaining days of his earthly 
pilgrimage. 

The report of the Indian Committee was 
then presented and read, and the details of 
this interesting concern were listened to with 
profound attention. The discouraging feature 
of this year’s work was the want of sympathy 
with Friends on the part of the officials of the 
date administration; but the committee, while 
conscious of all the limitations that hindered 
the extension of their services to the Indians, 
have been earnest and vigilant, and have been 
enabled to see, to some extent, the desire of 
their hearts in the advancement of the tribes 
in civilization. 

A memorial of our deceased Friend Eliza- 
P. Andrews, of Pilesgrove Monthly Meeting, 
N. J., and one concerning Ann Weaver, of 
Green Street Monthly Meeting, Philadelphia, 
were read in both meetings, and were ordered 
to be printed with the Extracts. 

Several solemn testimonies to the worth of 
these departed Friends were borne, and, after 
the transaction of a few more items of busi- 
ness, the engagements of this meeting drew 
to an end. 

The following minute of exercises was 
adopted, as expressive of the religious feeling 





which has pervaded the various sessions of 


this Yearly Meeting: 


“The assembling of this Yearly Meeting, 
ander a deep sense of dependence upon the 
guiding hand of that Divine Power which has 
ever been known to the flock which gathers 
in the name of the Highest, was characterized 
dy solemn reminiscences of the beloved and 
honored dead whose vacant seats are soon to 
be filled by others. But an abiding place re- 
mains for these in the hearts of those who 
long walked beside them, and participated 
with them in faithful, devoted labor for the 
cause of truth and righteousness. It is sor- 
row to feel that voices among us are silenced 
forever, which spake as the oracles of God ; 
that faces, beautiful with the light of boliness, 
we shall see no more on earth, and that we 
must now niss their pure spirits, who dwell 
ever in the presence of the Heavenly Father, 
while doing His will in their life work. 

“Such memories should be an inspiration to 
Aoly endeavor and to faithful, earnest search- 
dings after that perfection which we believe 
the children of the Divine Perfectness are 
«called unto. To the duties of the present, and 
to hope and faith for the future, this Society 
is now to address itself, craving in all things 
the immediate guidance of the Eternal Love 
and Wisdom. 

‘* Epistles from the several Yearly Meetings 
which constitute our brotherhood in America 
ibrought to remembrance special labors for the 
advancement of the cause of practical right- 
eousness on earth, and for the promotion of 
tthe vital interests of our own religious house- 
hold. In these our endeavors we desire a qua- 
ification rightly and effectually to engage, 
advancing ever with the needs and require- 
ments of our day. The cause of Temperance 
is now in need of advocates and aeation and 
we aspire to such complete faithfulness in our 
testimony and in example as shall make this 
- Society a bulwark against one of the deadliest 
enemies of Christian civilization. No self- 
denial, no amount.of effort, is too great, if by 
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any means we may save souls from degrada- 


tion and lives from shipwreck. 


“Good and wisely balanced laws, faithfully 


administered, are essential in the suppression 


of any vice, and we are counseled to address 
our petitions to State and National Legisla- 
tures, urging their prompt and vigorous action 
in this cause, amending existing laws, and 
supplementing such as are inadequate with 
new enactments, until it shall be seen that in 
this land right and purity have the victory, 
and ‘ the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.’ 

‘The reading of the Scriptures of Truth in 
families has been earnestly recommended by 
those who have long felt their value as helps 
in religious culture. The diligent attendance 
upon occasions of divine worship, and vigi- 
lance in the maintenance of our disciplinary 
arrangements, as well as due care in guarding 
and promoting brotherly love in our religious 
household, have been themes of much earnest 
exhortation. Wanderers from the path of 
rectitude and faithful obedience were touch- 
ingly reminded that the Father closes not His 
doors to the prodigal, but waits and watches 
for his return. The Love Divine is eager to 
welcome the weary, sin-sick soul home from 
its wanderings in a far country, and ‘ waiting 
to be gracious’; perceiving the prodigal while 
he is yet a great way off, meets him on the 
way, and brings him with joy again into the 
household of peace and safety. 

‘*Our testimony to the value of a free Gos- 

pel ministry, and against such as may have 
assumed the office of ministers of Christ from 
expectation of worldly gain, have been pow- 
erfully and feelingly presented. Yet we earn- 
estly desire to keep within the limits of true 
charity in this as in all things. The acknow- 
ledgment has been made that some, acting 
under the system of a salaried ministry, have 
known, at times, their lips touched with a 
live coal from off the altar of God, and have 
been enabled to bear His messages to the 
sheep of His pasture; yet there is a solemn 
eall to those who are seeking for spiritual food 
to turn away from all outward dependencies 
to that Power which is to be known in the 
secret chambers of the heart, believing that 
this is the true Teacher. If close attention is 
given to this inspeaking Word of God, its 
voice will be heard and food offered for the 
sustenance of the hungry soul. Under this 
feeling those assembled in our small meetings 
will know an arising of life, and vocal expres- 
sion at times will be given tending to 
strengthen the waiting ones in the Faith of 
our Profession.” 
After the closing minute, in the solemn 
silence that followed, a loving benediction 
was uttered, and the meeting closed under a 
solemn and joyful sense of divine favor, to 
meet again, if so permitted, at the usual time 
and place next year. 


——————-—08 
A VOICE FROM INDIA. 


On the 23d of First month of the present — 
year, the eminent exponent of the doctrines 
of the Brahmo Somaj of India, Keshub 
Chunder Sen, in a lecture, addressed mainly 
to those of his own household of faith, an- 
nounced, in eloquert aud persuasive terms, 
his views of the revelations of the Divine 
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Wisdom to man in different ages, declaring 
their essential unity. 

The theistic body of which he is leader 
and teacher appears to him as no less than a 
new dispensation. He declares: 

“Once more has the East spoken peace 
and hope to benighted and despairing nations. 
How dismal the night we have just passed! 
How bright the morning we now behold! 
What an appalling spectacle did we see last 
night. Verily, it was Ezekiel’s vision over 
again. We were in the midst of the Valley 
of Dry Bones. On all sides, as far as the eye 
could reach, there were scattered heaps of 
dry bones. There were exhausted systems of 
theology, dead doctrines, lifeless dogmas de- 
nuded of flesh and blood, creeds which once 
lived and moved but were now mere dry 
bones. : How distressing the sight, alas! It 
told the sad tale of the havoc which sectari- 
anism had perpetrated in the religious world, 
slaying truth and love and filling the valley 
of the earth with dead and dry bones. And 
lo! they. were very dry, and they said: Our 
bones are dried and our hope is lost. But 
no, their hope was not lost forever, for the 
morning star soon heralded the dawn of day. 
And anon the great luminary shone forth, 
and its myriad rays scattered joy and light 
in all directions. The exhilarating morning 
breeze, the very breath of the living God, 
entered into those bones, and behold a shak- 
ing, and the bones came together, bone to his 
bone, and they lived and stood upon their 
feet, an exceeding great army. Scriptures 
and dispensations, prophets, saints and mar- 
tyrs of all ages and climes stood revivified, 
danced in joy, and blessed the light that 
made them live. And thus the valley of 
death was converted into a new world of life 
and light. Yes, we have seen the light of the 
New Dispensation. Asia, mother of many 
dispensations, thou hast given birth to another 
child, and its birth festival shall be celebrated 
amid great rejoicing! Sweet angel of the 
East, Heaven’s evangelist, sent from above 
with a new Gospel, thou hast come to us clad 
in the most gorgeous and shining raiment 
and decked in the most magnificent jewelry 
which the East alone can boast! Thou com- 
est amid the ringing of bells and the sound 
of the conch shell! Holy Light, we hail 
thee, we kiss thee, desire humbly to proclaim 
to-day among my assembled brethren the 

lad tidings which thou hast brought from 
eaven! Lord of the New Dispensation, 
touch my lips with the live coal of inspira- 
tion, that I may speak boldly of the new 
light Thou hast revealed unto us! Glory, 
glory, glory be unto Thee, Great Spirit!” . . 

“The humblest sinner,” says Keshub Chun- 

der Sen, “bases his supplication for divine 


i 
oe i. 


mercy upon the merits of no saint or martyr, 
but upon the merits of God alone.’ In the 
immediate presence of the Deity the least 
among us daily seeks eternal life. Upom 
every theist the new Gospel imposes the vow 
of direct worship. This is the peculiarity of 
the present dispensation.” He disclaims the 
office of prophet-mediator, and says that for 
nearly a quarter of a century he has suffered 
much from persecution and calumny, but has 
been enabled to endure life’s numerous trials, 
for which he thanks God, believing they have 
greatly contributed to his education and dis- 
cipline. 

“Some time ago, I remember, I was con- 
versing with one of the most pious Christiam 
officials in India, now an ex-lieutenant-gov- 
ernor. In the course of the conversation, he 
looked at me seriously and calmly for some 
moments, and. said: ‘ What is it that makes 
you look so healthy and cheerful? Is it be- 
cause you have a contented soul?’ The 
question took me by surprise and somewhat. 
confounded me, and I think I was not able 
to answer it quite satisfactorily. I have since 
thought over the incident, and the questiom 
has recurred to me again and again. There 
is, evidently, something in me which suggests. 
this question, and I thank God for it. There 
is a native buoyancy in my soul which pre- 
vents its sinking in the sea of trial, and en- 
ables it, with God’s grace, to rise triumphant- 
ly above the billows of danger and difficulty. 
Amid the dark clouds of trial and tribula- 
tion, the soul’s sunshine cheers me. My daily- 
prayer makes my life sweet amid the untold 
bitternesses which beset me. In my faith I 
am supremely happy. In communion is the 
true secret of my joy. Really, friends, 1 am 
happy, very happy in my God. Though I cry, 
He is sure to make me smile. Yes, the world 
would make me a man of sorrow; but my 
beloved Father makes me unspeakably hap- 
py in the sweet faith He has vouchsafed unto 
me. Bless Him, O my soul, who has made 
thee truly happy.” 

He believes himself a true disciple of Christ 
Jesus, saved and redeemed by Him inasmuch 
as he has been a partaker of the spirit of the 
blessed prophet of Nazareth, and had thus. 
found life, strength and true exaltation. 


+ 


“ Forbear and forgive—that was the watch- / 


word of Christ’s life, and those who have: 
drunk His spirit cannot but enjoy the sweet- 
ness of forgiving love. If numberless ene- 
mies surround you in the battle-field of life, 
the best way of vanquishing them is to do 
what Jesus did. Pray for them, for they 
know not what they do. Surely you can af- 
ford to smile at those puny bands which are- 
trying to take the citadel of truth by storm. 
The soldiers of God must not indulge in the 
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pastime of ‘destroying mosquitoes with heavy 
artillery.’ We have more serious things to 
attend to in life. We have to deal with eter- 
nal verities. 
lighted not in resenting enmity, but who, 
though cruelly reviled, persecuted and cruci- 
fied, poured out the blessed blood of forgive- 
ness and love over His foes. And it was by 
forgiveness that He conquered the wicked 
world. Let us prove worthy disciples of the 
Lord Jesus. As He stood unmoved, the very 
perfection of serenity and peace, amid the 


rage and fury of infuriated enemies and the 
troubles and agonies of bitter persecution, so 
let us bear the burdens of life with cheerful 


hearts, forgive our foes with sweet love, and 
convince an antagonistic world ofthe truth 


of our cause ~ our joyful faith and sweet 


trust in God’s Providence. The new Gospel 


is a Gospel of joy, and blessed are they who 


rejoice in it.” 


He describes the Brahmo Somaj as inclu- 
sive church, while he deems other bodies of 


worshippers all more or less exclusive. 


“ They exclude each other, but this includes 
all religions. If it does not include all it is 
fatal to itself. This dispensation shuns alto- 
gether the old path of exclusivism, and estab- 
lishes for itself the new character of an all- 
embracing and all-absorbing eclecticism. No 


one can be true to the New Dispensation who 
indulges in sectarian hatred and bigotry, and 
lives in a strait church, which excludes the 
rest of the world. All the old churches 
hated and excluded and denied each other, 
each claiming a monopoly of truth and sal- 
vation; but here is catholicity in the New 
Temple, which takes in one vast sweep all 
space and all time. Let me explain this 
more fully and philosophically. In doing so I 
shall have to dwell at some length upon two 
important points, which, if rightly compre- 
hended, will give you an idea of the pre- 
eminently catholic character of the New Dis- 
pensation. 

“The new faith is absolutely synthetical. 
Its life is in unity. It loves unity above 
everything else. It values synthesis above 
analysis, one above many. Synthesis and 
analysis are logical terms, and may fairly be 
left to Mill and Whately to be dealt with as 
they might wish. Why import them into 
theology? some might ask. They have their 
uses in the domain of theology. Verily, the 
philosophy of synthesis is of the highest im- 
portance to religion, and perilous has every 
effort been to work out human redemption 
without it. Many an exalted system of faith 


went adrift in the absence of the rudder of 


unity, and was shipwrecked upon the treach- 
erous shoals of sectarianism.” 


True science, by developing unity, is to be 
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the deliverer of the world by bringing light 
and order out of chaos and darkness. “ Mul- 
tiplicity is death, but unity is life.” True 
science sees Hinduism and Buddhism, Juda- 
ism and Christianity linked together. In 
Moses it sees a prophecy of Jesus. 

“O Moses, thou venerable prophet, leader of 
the Jews, thou camest into the world fifteen, 
centuries before Christ. Thou hadst no idea of 
Jesus. Thou didst not know of His coming. 
And yet thy life and career prophesied Jesus. 
Thou didst begin Israel’s march to the prom- 
ised land. But another, far greater, was to 
complete thy work. Didst thou know this, 
Jehovah’s servant? Or was it thy conviction 
that Judaism was the final dispensation, and 
that no progress was possible beyond that? 
Or camest thou to prepare the world for thy 
master, Jesus Christ? Say, Moses, was not thy 
gospel only a typical prelude of that which 
was to follow? In Jesus we see the logical 
consequence of Moses. The New Testament 
is the necessary logical sequence of the Old 
Testament. The two are parts of the same 
dispensation. Or why do you, Christian 
brethren, bind together in one volume those 
apparently contradictory books, the Old and 
the New Testament?” 

“ Jesus,” he adds, “is Moses perfected. .. . 
Moses taught stern justice, and inaugurated 
the reign of law. Jesus taught love and es- 
tablished the kingdom of grace. Fear is the 
beginning of wisdom; love is its perfection. 
The dispensation of grace is the logical result 
of the dispensation of justice.” 

“As for Christ, we are surely among His 
honored ambassadors. We are a deduction 
and a corollary from His teachings. The 
New Dispensation is Christ’s prophecy ful- 
filled. Jesus foretold and foreshadowed other 
dispensations. He said the Comforter would 
come after Him, and guide the world ‘into 
all truth.’ Do you not remember those pro- 
phetic words, ‘I have yet many things to say 
unto you; but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit, when He the Spirit of Truth is 
come, He will guide you into all truth. And 
touching the subject of unity, what can be a 
clearer Sesbadion than those words of Paul, 
‘That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
time He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in Heaven 
and which are in earth, even in Him?’ 

“In the present dispensation, then, which 
sums up and integrates all cee in God, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Comforter, 
one cannot fail to recognize the fulfillment of 
an ancient prophecy, the realization of Chris- 
tian and Pauline anticipations. What do we 
see before us in India to-day but the fruit of 
that tree whose seed Jesus planted and Paul 
watered centuries ago? The imagination of 
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the unbeliever may say Jesus is opposed to us 
and is far away from us; but faith points to 
His spirit in us and maintains an unbroken 
continuity of dispensation. Wherever a 
dozen disciples are gathered in His name, He 
is there. We are imbued with His spirit. If 
it be true that our ancient Aryan ancestors 


-have influenced us, it is equally true that 


Christ has Christianized us. The acts of His 
Hindu apostles will form a fresh chapter in 
His universal Gospel. He cannot deny us 
His logical succession. Assuredly He accepts 
us. And so Paul too. Wilt thou reject us, 
St. Paul? Revered brother, wilt thou cast 
us away as thine enemies? Is not thy spirit 
in us? Let our lives testify. My friends, 
what was Paul’s great mission ? To obliter- 
ate the distinction between Jew and Gentile. 
‘I speak to you, Gentiles, said he. ‘Inas- 
much asI am the apostle of the Gentile, I 
magnify mine office. For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek, for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
Him.’ Again, in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians: ‘By one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
‘ties.’ Paul was raised by God to break caste 
and level the distinctions of race, color and 
nationality ; and nobly did he fulfill his mis- 
sion. The Jew and the Gentile he made 
into one body. The modern Pauls of the 
New Dispensation are carrying on a similar 
crusade against caste in India. The obnox- 
ious distinctions between Brahmin and Sudra, 
between Hindu and Yavana, between Asiatic 
and European, we thoroughly proscribe in 
the gospel of love we have proclaimed. In 
the household of God there is no invidious 
distinction, and, therefore, this dispensation 
gathers all men and nations, all races and 
tribes, the high and the low, and seeks to es- 
tablish one vast brotherhood among the chil- 
dren of the great God, who hath made of one 
blood all nations of men. Let them that 
have eyes see that in the midst of the great 
nignwn revolution and revival going on in 
this land Moses and Christ and Paul are 
thering through us the many tribes of 
srael, and uniting all in the name of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In this anti-caste 
movement, which daily brings Jew and Gen- 
tile, Hindu and Christian, nearer and nearer 
in spiritual fellowship, the chief workers are 
verily the logical sequence of Moses, Jesus 
and Paul. ee not these prophets raised 
up at different times minor prophets, holy 
fathers and saints and martyrs of the Refor- 
mation, who have all contributed to develop 
and extend their work till it has gone to the 
uttermost paris of the earth? In this long 
line of succession last and least are these 
humble apostles of the New Dispensation. 


al a 


LOCAL INFORMATION. 


An adjourned meeting of the Philadelphia 
First-day School Association was held on 
Fourth-day evening, 11th inst., at Race 
Street Meeting House, with a good attend- 
ance of interested Friends. _ 

Epistles from other associations were read, 
and one was produced in response to the 
New York epistle, which was accepted and a 
copy of the same directed to be forwarded to 
Genesee Association also. 

The report of L. H. Hall, editor of Scat- 
tered Seeds, was very satisfactory, showing 
that this little paper is growing in favor out- 
side our Society limits. It was mentioned 
that 500 copies are now taken by one mission 
school, the superintendent saying that though 
other papers of the kind can be had much 
cheaper, they cannot afford to do without 
Scattered Seeds. A desire was expressed that 
more copies might be sent to charitable and 
penal institutions, where it is greatly valued. 

The committee appointed to revise and 
ublish the “Proceedings of the General 
wl Meetings,” reported the work ac- 
complished and the pamphlet for sale at 
store of Friends’ Book Association. 

Delegates were appointed to attend the 
meeting of the General Conference, to be 
held at the time of the next Illinois Yearly 
Meeting. R. 





—————— 


FRIENDS’ INTELLIGENCER. 
PHILADELPHIA, FIFTH MO. 21, 1881. 


Our Annvat ConvocatTion.—That we 
this week devote so large a portion of our 
space to a report of the proceedings of the 
Yearly Meeting requires no apology, for we 
are sure those of our members who could not 
participate with us in the privilege of attend- 
ing the deeply interesting meetings will be 
glad to have the details thereof, though other 
matter may be displaced to some extent. 

The subject of more earnest work in the 
Temperance cause deeply interested both 
men’s and women’s meetings, and our Yearly 
Meeting has now a Standing Committee 
charged with the duty of acting, as occasion 
presents, for the furtherance of the good work 
of reform, and for the raising up of the 
fallen. 

Great hopes now center upon the body of 
Friends charged with this concern. May the 
wisdom which is from the source and foun- 
tain of all wisdom, guide their deliberations 
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and direct their action. The Society of 
Friends, though small in numbers when 
compared with the membership of other 
Christian denominations, has an influence in 
the world. This influence is due to the faith- 
fulness of our fathers quite as much as to the 
present moral status of our body, and we 
must be most careful to move and act wor- 
thily of our profession, which is very high. 

The vice of intemperance is founded upon 
the drink habit; but while all persons of rea- 
sonable intelligence deplore drunkenness and 
are willing, so far as they see the way clear, 
to assist in restraining it, all are not agreed 
as to the practicability of combating the 
drink habit in its earliest stages. Do phy- 
sicians earnestly consider their deep respon- 
sibility in this matter? Doubtless, many 
who have fallen into the intemperate use of 
alcoholic stimulants can trace their down- 
fall to a doctor’s advice, followed in all 
faith, and without any thought of falling 
into a degrading sensuality. Is the doctor 
blameless ? 

“We perish by the things we permit 
was the exclamation of a philosophic observer 
of human affairs. Why should a free people 
continue to permit the existence and the 
growth of an evil custom, of which they are 
able to say, with authority, “We will not 
permit it.” 

It is claimed that four-fifths of our pau- 
perism would disappear with the abolition 
of alcoholic drinks. It has been shown that 
the immense sum of $500,000,000 annually 
is spent in the United States for the intox- 
icants which tend to produce pauperism and 
crime. This is so much power lost to the 
nation—and far worse than lost—turned into 
the deadliest of enemies. 


” 


A valued Friend, for many years warden 
of one of our great penitentiaries, says that 
of the thousands of criminals who came 
under his care, four-fifths, at least, owed their 
wretched condition of disgrace and woe to 
the drink habit. 

The question arises: Might not these men 
have been saved if a system of righteous pro- 
hibitory law, faithfully enforced, had kept 
temptation from their pathway; and may we 
not procure such law if those who love their 


fellow-men will join hand to hand, and voice 
to voice in the cause—enlighten public sen- 
timent—arouse the churches, and weary leg- 
islatures with importunities and appeals? 

It is written that “the desire of the right- 
eous shall be granted.” Truly do the right- 
eous desire that the scourge of intemperance: 
shall afflict this land no more; and those 
who thus long for the judgments of God are 
willing to labor in His behalf, asking only 
the direction of the Infinite Wisdom. Shall 
not their desire be granted? We cannot 
doubt it. 

Eighteen hundred years ago, when the elo- 
quent Paul reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
perance and judgment to come, before Felix, 
it was noted that the ruler trembled, though 
he deferred full convincement till a more 
convenient season. 

Again and again did the brave Apostle set 
forth, before the noble Felix, the principlés 
of “righteousness, of temperance and of 
judgment ;” and so, in all generations, must 
those who would rouse the ruling pow- 
ers, and thus advance the cause of truth, be 
willing to pursue the same course. What is 
true to-day is true to-morrow and forever, 
and the faith that right must ultimately tri- 
umph inspires its champions with undying 
courage. 


(a ee 


Correction.—In our last number a very 
important typographical error occurred in 
the poetic article, entitled “The Greatest 
Mystery.” The last word of the seventh line 
of the first stanza should be “can” instead 
of “ cares.” 





DIED. 


ALLEN.—On the 6th of Fifth mo., 1881, 
at his residence at Deal Beach, N. J., Abner 
Allen, aged 63 years; a member of Shrews- 
bury and Rahway Quarterly Meeting. 

Buried Fifth month 8th, at Shrewsbury. 

SUDLER.—On the evening of the 17th of 
Fourth month, 1881, at Rose Villa, near Sud- 
lersville, Queen Anne’s county, Md., John 
W. E. Sudler, in the 64th year of his age. 





NATURAL HISTORY STUDIES. 


Habits of the Sepia or Outtle Fish.—It is 
difficult to study the cephalopods in the liv- 
ing state. Most of them, accustomed to move 
freely in space, will not adapt themselves to 
the straightened limits of the aquarium ; be- 
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the unbeliever may say Jesus is opposed to us 


and is far away from us; but faith points to 
His spirit in us and maintains an unbroken 
continuity of dispensation. Wherever a 
dozen disciples are gathered in His name, He 
is there. We are imbued with His spirit. If 
it be true that our ancient Aryan ancestors 
. have influenced us, it is equally true that 
Christ has Christianized us. The acts of His 
Hindu apostles will form a fresh chapter in 
His universal Gospel. He cannot deny us 
His logical succession. Assuredly He accepts 
us. And so Paul too. Wilt thou reject us, 
St. Paul? Revered brother, wilt thou cast 
us away as thine enemies? Is not thy spirit 
in us? Let our lives testify. My friends, 
what was Paul’s great mission? To obliter- 
ate the distinction between Jew and Gentile. 
‘I — to you, Gentiles, said he. ‘ Inas- 
much asI am the apostle of the Gentile, I 
magnify mine office. For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek, for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
Him.’ Again, in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians: ‘By one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
‘tiles.’ Paul was raised by God to break caste 
and level the distinctions of race, color and 
nationality ; and nobly did he fulfill his mis- 
sion. The Jew and the Gentile he made 
into one body. The modern Pauls of the 
New Dispensation are carrying on a similar 
crusade against caste in India. The obnox- 
ious distinctions between Brahmin and Sudra, 
between Hindu and Yavana, between Asiatic 
and European, we thoroughly proscribe in 
the “ee of love we have proclaimed. In 
the household of God there is no invidious 
distinction, and, therefore, this dispensation 
gathers all men and nations, all races and 
tribes, the high and the low, and seeks to es- 
tablish one vast brotherhood among the chil- 
dren of the great God, who hath made of one 
blood all nations of men. Let them that 
have eyes see that in the midst of the great 
es revolution and revival going on in 
this land Moses and Christ oat Paul are 
thering through us the many tribes of 
srael, and uniting all in the name of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In this anti-caste 
movement, which daily brings Jew and Gen- 
tile, Hindu and Christian, nearer and nearer 
in spiritual fellowship, the chief workers are 
verily the logical sequence of Moses, Jesus 
and Paul. Have not these prophets raised 
up at different times minor prophets, holy 
fathers and saints and martyrs of the Refor- 
mation, who have all contributed to develop 
and extend their work till it has gone to the 
uttermost parts of the earth? In this long 
line of succession last and least are these 
humble apostles of the New Dispensation. 


LOCAL INFORMATION. 


An adjourned meeting of the Philadelphia 
First-day School Association was held on 
Fourth-day evening, 11th inst., at Race 
Street Meeting House, with a good attend- 
ance of interested Friends. 

Epistles from other associations were read, 
and one was produced in response to the 
New York epistle, which was accepted and a 
copy of the same directed to be forwarded to 
Genesee Association also. 

The report of L. H. Hall, editor of Scat- 
tered Seeds, was very satisfactory, showing 
that this little paper is growing in favor out- 
side our Society limits. It was mentioned 
that 500 copies are now taken by one mission 
school, the superintendent saying that though 
other papers of the kind can be had much 
cheaper, they cannot afford to do without 
Scattered Seeds. A desire was expressed that 
more copies might be sent to charitable and 
penal institutions, where it is greatly valued. 

The committee appointe’ to revise and 
— the “Proceedings of the General 

eachers’ Meetings,” reported the work ac- 
complished and the pamphlet for sale at 
store of Friends’ Book Association. 

Delegates were appointed to attend the 
meeting of the General Conference, to be 
held at the time of the next Illinois Yearly 
Meeting. R. 
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Our AnnvaL ConvocatTion.—That we 
this week devote so large a portion of our 
space to a report of the proceedings of the 
Yearly Meeting requires no apology, for we 
are sure those of our members who could not 
participate with us in the privilege of attend- 
ing the deeply interesting meetings will be 
glad to have the details thereof, though other 
matter may be displaced to some extent. 

The subject of more earnest work in the 
Temperance cause deeply interested both 
men’s and women’s meetings, and our Yearly 
Meeting has now a Standing Committee 
charged with the duty of acting, as occasion 
presents, for the furtherance of the good work 
of reform, and for the raising up of the 
fallen. 

Great hopes now center upon the body of 
Friends charged with this concern. May the 
wisdom which is from the source and foun- 
tain of all wisdom, guide their deliberations 
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and direct their action. The Society of 
Friends, though small in numbers when 
compared with the membership of other 
Christian denominations, has an influence in 
the world. This influence is due to the faith- 
fulness of our fathers quite as much as to the 
present moral status of our body, and we 
must be most careful to move and act wor- 
thily of our profession, which is very high. 

The vice of intemperance is founded upon 
the drink habit ; but while all persons of rea- 
sonable intelligence deplore drunkenness and 
are willing, so far as they see the way clear, 
to assist in restraining it, all are not agreed 
as to the practicability of combating the 
drink habit in its earliest stages. Do phy- 
sicians earnestly consider their deep respon- 
sibility in this matter? ‘Doubtless, many 
who have fallen into the intemperate use of 
alcoholic stimulants can trace their down- 
fall to a doctor’s advice, followed in all 
faith, and without any thought of falling 
into a degrading sensuality. Is the doctor 
blameless ? 

“We perish by the things we permit!” 
was the exclamation of a philosophic observer 
of human affairs. Why should a free people 
continue to permit the existence and the 
growth of an evil custom, of which they are 
able to say, with authority, “We will not 
permit it.” 

It is claimed that four-fifths of our pau- 
perism would disappear with the abolition 
of alcoholic drinks. It has been shown that 
the immense sum of $500,000,000 annually 
is spent in the United States for the intox- 
icants which tend to produce pauperism and 
crime. This is so much power lost to the 
nation—and far worse than lost—turned into 
the deadliest of enemies. 


A valued Friend, for many years warden 
of one of our great penitentiaries, says that 
of the thousands of criminals who came 
under his care, four-fifths, at least, owed their 
wretched condition of disgrace and woe to 
the drink habit. 

The question arises: Might not these men 
have been saved if a system of righteous pro- 
hibitory law, faithfully enforced, had kept 
temptation from their pathway ; and may we 
not procure such law if those who love their 
























fellow-men will join hand to hand, and voice 
to voice in the cause—enlighten public sen- 
timent—arouse the churches, and weary leg- 
islatures with importunities and appeals? 

It is written that “the desire of the right- 
eous shall be granted.” Truly do the right- 
eous desire that the scourge of intemperance: 
shall afflict this land no more; and those 
who thus long for the judgments of God are 
willing to labor in His behalf, asking only 
the direction of the Infinite Wisdom. Shall 
not their desire be granted? We cannot 
doubt it. 

Eighteen hundred years ago, when the elo- 
quent Paul reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
perance and judgment to come, before Felix, 
it was noted that the ruler trembled, though 
he deferred full convincement till a more 
convenient season. 

Again and again did the brave Apostle set 
forth, before the noble Felix, the principlés 
of “righteousness, of temperance and of 
judgment ;” and so, in all generations, must 
those who would rouse the ruling pow- 
ers, and thus advance the cause of truth, be 
willing to pursue the same course. What is 
true to-day is true to-morrow and forever, 
and the faith that right must ultimately tri- 
umph inspires its champions with undying 
courage. 


——__—_-—~ee 


Correction.—In our last number a very 
important typographical error occurred in 
the poetic article, entitled “The Greatest 
Mystery.” The last word of the seventh line 
of the first stanza should be “can” instead 
of “ cares.” 





DIED. 


ALLEN.—On the 6th of Fifth mo., 1881, 
at his residence at Deal Beach, N. J., Abner 
Allen, aged 63 years; a member of Shrews- 
bury and Rahway Quarterly Meeting. 

Buried Fifth month 8th, at Shrewsbury. 

SUDLER.—On the evening of the 17th of 
Fourth month, 1881, at Rose Villa, near Sud- 
lersville, Queen Anne’s county, Md., John 
W. E. Sudler, in the 64th year of his age. 





NATURAL HISTORY STUDIES. 


Habits of the Sepia or Outtle Fish.—lIt is 
difficult to study the cephalopods in the liv- 
ing state. Most of them, accustomed to move 
freely in space, will not adapt themselves to 
the straightened limits of the aquarium ; be- 
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sides the discharge of ink, made upon the 
slightest disturbance, discolors and obscures 
the water for entire hours. Except some good 
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rower; the extremities no longer touch, but 
curve slightly. At the same time the colors 
change, a uniform gray tint takes the place 


figures of Poulpes, there are no really good |of the striped bands. The approach of death 


representations of these animals, because 
they have always been made from dead spe- 
cimens, 

The observations recorded were made at 
the aquarium of Arcachon, Gironde, France. 
Besides the usual glass cases, there are heré 
vast basins with earth bottoms, and of 
moderate depth, which receive the results of 
the fishery on the shore itself. Without this 
commodious arrangement it would be impos- 
sible to preserve living the very delicate ani- 
mals. 

The fishermen gather the young individu- 
als of Sepia officinalis, called Casserons, for 
food. When caught for the aquarium, they 
are at first placed in the great basins; they 
show themselves very timid, discharge ink 
clouds, and hide under floating objects; 7 
ways shaded, they remain immobile in the 
horizontal position, nearly touching the earth 
by their ventral surface. After some days of 
repose they are transferred to a glass aqua- 
rium. 

The normal position of the Sepia is hori- 
zontal, the fins undulating gently, the sessile 
arms joined at their extremities, forming a 
sort of pyramid or tetrahedon. In this posi- 
tion the appearance of the head and arms is 
very like that of an elephant’s head with the 
trunk. The tentacular arms remain con- 
tracted within the others when in repose; a 
position difficult to understand, as after death 
they are found to be more than double the 
length of the sessile arms. Sometimes the 
first pair of arms are raised into a vertical 
position, like antenne, the others preserving 
their normal attitude; sometimes, also, the 
fourth pair of arms drop towards the earth 
for a few moments, and much elongate them- 
selves. 

The coloring of the Sepia is eminently va- 
riable; but if the day is clear, the dorsal sur- 
face and arms are magnificently striped; the 
edges of the fins are black, and their supe- 
rior face is ornamented with spots of the same 
color. On the back of large individuals is 
seen two large obscure spots, which vary in 
intensity, and sometimes entirely disappear. 
The eye is fatigued in following the incessant 
variation of coloring caused by the constant 
movement of the pigment cells, and the me- 
tallic reflections of the head and arms are 

lorious, beyond human skill to reproduce. 
he skin is usually smooth; but when the 
animal becomes irritated, it shows granula- 
tions, principally on the head and back. 
This is accompanied by a retraction of the 
arms, which appear both shorter and nar- 


is equally announced by a change of colors, 
which grow dull. 

The swimming of the Sepia is differently 
effected, according to the speed required. A 
moderate progression is equally easy forwards 
or backwards. When the animal moves for- 
ward, the body remains horizontal ; the ten- 
tacles, united and extended in front, rest on 
the fourth pair of arms. The Sepia follows 
in this manner the course of the water, the 
resistance of which bends the extremities of 
the united arms. A moderate backward 
movement is effected in the same manner; 
but the tentacles are more elongated and 
their extremities are somewhat parted; the 
arms are raised to the line of the body. The 
undulations of the fins commence at the front 
or rear, according to the direction which the 
anima! takes. This method of swimming, due 
entirely to the fins, is not slow, for the nore 
mal movement of the Sepia is easy, elegant 
and rapid; but an occasion of disquietude, 
as the sight of an enemy, or a noise, causes a 
much accelerated, jerky and retrograde move- 
ment. To effect this the animal spreads its 
arms and suddenly reunites them; whilst the 
fins, reduced to inaction, are folded upon the 
ventral face of the body, the posterior extre- 
mity of one of them covering that of the 
other. 

This accelerated action is then due to the 
movements of the arms, which cause a series 
of extremely rapid progressions, in which, 
aon the funnel assists by its discharges, 

t is erroneous to regard the funnel, as some 
have done, as the principal or only swim- 
ming organ of the Cephalopods. 

Sepia officinalis.—The use of the tentacular 
arms of the Sepias was absolutely unknown 
to me until I had the satisfaction to see them 
in motion on a morning of the month of Au- 
gust (1867). A case of the aquarium had 
contained for nearly a month a Sepia of me- 
dium size, which, during that time, had taken 
no nourishment. I threw to it a rather large- 
sized fish (Caranz), which swam towards the 
retreat of the Sepia—who had hardly per- 
ceived it, when, with prodigious celerity and 
precision, he unrolled and Jaunched forward 
his tentacular arms, seized the fish and drew 
it towards his mouth. The tentacular arms 
then retracted and disappeared, but the ses- 
sile arms wrapped themselves closely around 
the head and anterior portion of the body of 
the unfortunate fish, which never made a 
movement after it was caught. The Sepia 
swam about easily in all directions for about 


an hour, eating the while; it then let the re- 
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essences 


mains of the fish drop to the bottom of the 
aquarium, having opened the skull and de- 
voured the brain as well as a portion of the 
muscles of the back. 

The use of the tentacular arms is then no 
longer doubtful ; they serve for the seizure of 
food. I have been able to verify this fact a 
second time in examining the Calamaries— 
which pursued a troupe of little fishes, cap- 
turing them with these members. Moderate 
forward or backward progression is not due 
solely to the fins, as I have previously stated, 
but is assisted by the expulsion of water from 
the funnel; if the animal move forward, the 
funnel is recurved in front, and forms nearly 
a right angle with the body; in retrograde 
movement the siphon becomes horizontal ; it 
is placed to the right or left when the Sepia 
would turn, and is strongly recurved from 
front to back when it would mount to the 
surface of the water.—From * Manual of Con- 
chology,” Vol.1. Geo. W. Tryon, Jr. 





THE STARRY HEAVENS. 

The Providence Journal again gives an in- 

teresting statement of the celestial phenom- 
ena of the present month. 

Venus is morning star after the 3d, and 
holds the place of honor among the planetary 
host during the month. At 5 o’clock on the 
morning of the 3d Venus comes into inferior 
conjunction, passing between the earth and 
the sun, as the moun does at new moon. Her 
dark side is then turned toward us, and she 
becomes invisible. In a short time, however, 
she will appear on the western side of the 
sun as morning star, and before the month 
closes, her radiant presence will grace the 
dawn for an hour and a half before sunrise. 
Her orbit is inclined to the earth’s orbit, and 
therefore, excepting at her node or point of 
intersection, she does not pass directly be- 
tween the earth and the sun. Such is the 
case at the present conjunction, when she 
oe five degrees north of the sun and 
eaves no trace of her passage. But when, 
in December, 1882, she comes round again 
to the same point, she will be at her node 
and will be seen all over America making a 
transit or crossing the sun’s disc. Astrono- 
mers are already laying their plans for the 
observation of this transit, the greatest astro- 
nomical event anticipated in this country in 
the present century. The last transit oc- 
curred in 1874; millions of money were 
spent in observing it, and expeditions were 
fitted out to many portions of the globe 
where it was visible. The next transit after 
that of 1882 will not occur till 2004. Those 
observers, therefore, fortunate enough to see 
the transit of 1882, will witness a rare phe- 
nomenon that no human eye will behold for 


















the succeeding one hundred and twenty-two 
years. Venus has been unusually conspicu- 
ous in the later phases of her course as 
evening star, on account of her great north- 
ern declination. Her disappearance in the- 
west will hardly be compensated by her re- 
appearance in the east, for while it costs little- 
trouble to watch her course after sunset, the 
virtue of early rising must be put in practice- 
to detect her bright presence amid the break- 
ing of the morning light. The beautiful: 
planet pays her respects to her brother orbs, 
coming nearest to Mercury on the 8th, and 
to Jupiter on the 11th. Venta sets on the 
first of the month about a quarter after 7 
o'clock; on the last of the month she rises 
about 3 o’clock. 


sun and close to Saturn, rising now about. 
eight minutes after the sun and four minutes 
after Saturn. The two planets are, however,. 
receding from the sun, so that they will rise- 
not far from an hour before him at the end 
of the month. Their close proximity to eac 
other still continues, but before the month 
closes their paths will diverge, and twenty 
years will pass before these giants of the 
system will again appear side by side. They 
are both traveling from the conjunction or 
their most distant point from the earth, 
which Saturn will reach in October and 
Jupiter in November. He rises now about 
a quarter before five o’clock; at the close 
of the month a few minutes after three 
o'clock. 

Saturn is morning star, and keeps so close 
to his more famous brother that little re- 
mains to be said of his movements during 
the month. It is to be hoped that his ill- 
boding influence will be counteracted by the 
more lucky auspices of his more brilliant. 
neighbor. Saturn rises now about 3 minutes- 
before Jupiter; at the end of the month 
about ten. minutes earlier, just before three 
o'clock. 

Mars is morning star, and as he is moving 
northward, will soon come into better posi- 
tion for observation. He rises now a few 
minutes after three o’clock, being the first of 
the visible morning stars to make his appear- 
ance; at the close of the month he rises about 
two o'clock. 

Mercury is morning star until the 17th, 
when he comes into superior conjunction with 
the sun, passes to his eastern side and be- 
comes evening star. He is very near Sat- 
urn on the 6th, and is still nearer Jupiter 


on the 7th, but they are all too near the 
sun to be easily seen. He rises now at half 


past four o’clock ; at the end of the month 


he sets at about twenty minutes before nine 
o’clock. 


Jupiter is morning star, close to the- 


| 
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"Neptune is morning star after the 4th,| THE STORY OF PRESIDENT GARFIELD's is morning star after the 4th, 
when he comes into conjunction with the 
sun. He rises and sets then with the sun; 
at the close of the month he rises not far 
from a quarter after three o'clock. 

Uranus is evening star, the only one 
throughout the whole month, and reaches his 
quadrature with the sun on the 30th. He 
rises now about a quarter before two o’clock ; 
at the end of the month not far from midnight. 

The May moon fulls on the 13th. She is 
in conjunction with Mars on the 23d, three 
days after her last quarter. The most beau- 
tiful celestial picture of the month occurs on 
the morning of the 26th, for the waning 
moon will then be near Venus, Saturn and 
. Jupiter, though she passes her conjunction 
with them all on the previous day. As Ve- 
mus rises on that morning about ten minutes 
after three o’clock, Saturn ten minutes later, 
and Jupiter about ten minutes after Saturn, 
if the sky is clear, it will be safe to promise 
a superb planetary show, well worth taking 
pains to witness he new moon of the 27th 
throws her shadow over a portion of the 
earth, and causes a partial eclipse of the 
sun. It. is invisible ais but visible in the 
northern part of North America and in 
Northern Asia. The region of the greatest 
eclipse will be in the Arctic Ocean, where 
nearly three-quarters of the sun’s disc will be 
obscu 

The great feature of the month is the 
marvelous planetary combination that dis- 
tinguishes its passage. No such marshaling 
of planetary orbs has occurred for centuries 
in the past, nor will be witnessed for centu- 
ries to come. Five of the eight planets 
form an almost straight line with the sun 
and the earth. Starting trom the earth on 
the 3d, our brilliant neighbor Venus heads 
the grand army. The glorious sun comes 
mext in view, while little Mercury, on his 
western side, is speeding with rapid steps to 
join the ranks. The vast orbs of Jupiter 
and Saturn, a little out of plumb, fill in the 
ranks slightly to the west, and Neptune 
closes the show only one day’s travel eastward 
of theline. These huge denizens of space span 
the inconceivable distance of nearly twenty- 
eight hundred million miles, stretching from 
the earth to the system’s remotest bounds. 
Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune and Mer- 
cury clustering in the sign Taurus at the 
same time is a phenomenon to be remembered 
for a lifetime. And yet such is the celestial 
equipoise, the symmetry of movement in the 
solar system, that this preponderance on one 
side, or any other possible arrangement, has 
no power to mar the relationship that will 
hold the sun and planets in heavenly har- 
mony while the solar fires hold out to burn. 
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THE STORY OF peueneet GARFIELD’S 
MOTH 

Her maiden name was ¢ Eliza Ballou. She 
is a descendant of Maturin Ballou, a Hugue- 
not of France, who was driven from his 
country upon the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes. 

He joined the colony of Roger Williams 
and settled in America. He built a meeting 
place at Cumberland, R. I., which is still 
carefully preserved as a relic of the past, and 
is known as the Elder Ballou Meeting-house. 
At the time it was built there were no saw- 
mills, no nails, and few tools in the country. 
Its galleries and pews, and even its floors 
were hewn out of the solid logs, and put to- 
‘gether with wooden pegs. 

Abraham Garfield and Eliza Ballou, both 
emigrants from the State of New York, were 
married in 1821. They had gone in 1830 to 
Orange, Cuyahoga county, Ohio, where a 
year later their son James was born, being 
their fourth child. Their log house was 
built when the heavy forest was but partly 
cleared away. The fences were not yet made 
about the fields when the father, in fighting 
a forest fire that threatened the destruction 
of their home, overheated himself, was sud- 
denly chilled, and in a few days died. His 
last words to his wife, as he looked upon his 
children, were: “I have planted four sap- 
lings in this forest. I must now leave them 
to your care.’ 

A happier family never dwelt in a palace 
than had been in that cabin home. Little 
James was but 18 months old when his father 
died—too young to understand the irrepara- 
ble loss, or feel the pangs of grief that well 
nigh crushed other hearts. The neighbors 
came—only four or five families in a radius 
of ten miles—and wept with the widow and 
the fatherless. With their assistance the 
lifeless form was enclosed in a rough coffin 
and buried in a corner of the wheat field 
near by. No sermon, no prayer, except the 
silent prayers that went up from achin 
hearts. Winter was approaching. Could 
human experience be more dreary than a 
woman left a widow alone with her children ~ 
in a wilderness swept by wintry storms! 
The howl of the wolves and the cry of ‘the 
panthers never sounded so terrible as during 
those long desolate winter nights. It seemed 
to the weary ones that Spring would never 
come again. But at last it did come, and 
swept away the snow and ice. The dead 
things of the field and forest returned to 
life, save only the dead in the corner of the 
wheat field, and hope was not revived in the 
cabin. There was no money in the house, 


there was a debt on the farm, and the food 
supply was limited. 
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Then Eliza Garfield sought the advice of 
a neighbor, who had been kind to her in 
time of trouble. He advised her to sell the 
farm, pay off the debt, and return to her 
friends, believing it to be impossible for her 
to support herself and children there. Her 
reply was characteristic : 

“T can never throw myself and children 
upon the charity of friends. So long as I 
have health I believe my Heavenly Father 
will bless these two hands and make them 
able to support my children. My dear hus- 
band made this home at the sacrifice of his 
life, and every log in this cabin is sacred to 
me now. It seems to me a holy trust that I 
must preserve as faithfully as I would guard 
his grave.” 

Her neighbor left her and she went to 
the Friend that never fails, and asked God 
to make the way of duty clear to her; and 
when she came from her place of prayer 
she felt that new light and strength had 
been given to her. She called her oldest 
son, Thomas, to her, and, though he was only 
a child ten years ‘old, she laid the whole case 
before him. With the resolute courage of 
his race, he gladly promised that he would 
plow and sow, cut wood and milk the cows, 
if she would only keep the farm. So this 
brave mother and son commenced their 
work, She sold part of the farm, and paid 
every dollar of debt. Thomas procured a 
horse, plowed and sowed and planted. The 
mother with her own hands split the rails, 
and completed the fencing. But the harvest 
was still far away, and the corn was running 
low. The mother carefully measured her 
precious grain, counted the days to the 
reaping time, and finding it would be ex- 
hausted long before that at their present rate 
of consumption, she resolved to live on two 
meals a day herself, that her children might 
not suffer. Then, as the little store rapidly 
disappeared, she ate but a single meal her- 
self, concealing her self-denial from her chil- 
dren, until the blessed harvest brought re- 
lief. That year it was very abundant, and 
the wolf of hunger never came so near their 
door again. 

Still, there were many years of hardship 
and self-denial, in which the brave woman 
had to be father and mother, teacher and 
preacher to her children. She was the wise 
and tender friend, guiding them in the right 
way, and inspiring them to choose the best 
things in life. She still lives to see her great 
reward, “and her children rise up and call 
her blessed.” 

Now that she is quite advanced in life, 
after all these long years of toil and hard- 
ships have been patiently endured, she is 
most tenderly cared for and cherished by her 















son James, our newly-elected President, and 
lives with him in ease and comfort in the 
White House at Washington, enjoying the 
fruits of a well-spent and Sctsctiahte life. 


To this simple and touching story, taken 


from the book entitled “ From the Log Cabin 

to the White House,” we append the poem of 

H. H., which was inspired by the incident 

that, after his inauguration, the first act of 
President Garfield was to salute with a kiss 

the dear and venerable mother to whom he 

owes so much. 


THE LITTLE WHITE-HAIRED MOTHER. 


With sudden praise, a mighty voice 


Sweeps all the continent; 


Helpless, before the people’s choice, 


The statesmen’s wills have bent; 


It honors first, before all other, 
A patient “little white-haired mother.”’ 


The day has come; the hour draws near ; 


Looks on the listening land; 


Whom brings this Ruler, peer with peer? 


Who stays him, hand in hand? 
Honored by him above all other, 
He brings his “ little white-haired mother.’” 


The glittering embassies of kings 
Are standing in their state ; 
Their tributes rank as lesser things, 
They and their kingdoms wait; 
While, reverently, before all other, 
The Ruler greets his ‘‘ white-haired mother.’’ 


Ah, States may grow and men may gain, 
And power and riches swift increase ; 
The brunt of every country’s strain, 
Its fight for purity and peace, 
Comes through its husbands, daughters, broth- 


ers, 
At last on patient “ white-haired mothers.” 





IF WE'D THOUGHT. 


If we'd thought at our last meeting, 
With the friend we loved so dear, 
By his grave we'd soon be standing, 
Dropping down the silent tear, 
Would that word we spoke so lightly 
Have been uttered by us then? 
Would that in our silent sorrow 
We could call it back again ! 


If we'd thought that act of kindness 
Was the last our friend should seek, 
Would we have by cruel harshness 
Brought the blushes to his cheek ? 
If we’d thought our heartless folly 
Would have left so deep a sore, 
Would we then have spoken rudely, 
Would we not have hushed it o’er? 


If we’d thought!—alas! the sorrows 
That the words awaken now ; 

If we’d thought—ah! then the wrinkles 
Would be fewer on the brow. 

“Tf we’d thought that death was coming,’” 
Will that be our latest cry? 

God forbid! We know he’s coming, 
Let us think—he draweth nigh. 


—WNSelected. 
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COLD PIECES. 

Valuable thoughts upon some of the econ- 
omic objects of true charity often find expres- 
-sion at the meetings of the Society for Organ- 
izing Charity in this city. 

Indiscriminate giving at the doors of houses 
‘is a careless form of charity which is fraught 
with many evils. An essay on the subject of 
“*Cold Pieces,” read on a recent occasion at 
one of these assemblies, embodies so much 
good counsel and wholesome warning to the 
-careless giver, that we cannot forbear taking 
it from the Monthly Register. The author, 
-Mrs. M. J. Mumford, says: 


During the first winter of our work one 
-class of mendicants was almost entirely sup- 
pressed—the “front-door” beggar, who solic- 
ated money from house to house, and rea 
golden harvests from the kindly disposed. 

Vhen we look at the decimated ranks 
-of what was three years ago a vast army of 
swindlers our work seems decidedly encour- 
aging; but there still parades our streets a 
-companion class, upon which we have made 
no impression. These are the scouts of the 
-class so often found by the District Visitor in 
-her rounds, and called “unworthy” in her 
reports. They are herded together in some 
-quarters, living vicious lives, and generally 
‘supported by the infirm or child-members of 
the family, who go from door to door through 
-our respectable neighborhoods begging food 
and clothing. ‘The kindly-disposed citizen 
cannot refuse these applicants who ask for 
‘what seems of so little value. “I can never 
turn away a hungry person,” says the warm- 
hearted housekeeper with plenty in store. 
“These old clothes are of no use to me,” says 
:another, “and they will not harm the young 
man who asks for shoes at the back gate.” 
‘80 food and clothing are served out indiscrimi- 
nately, and all the labor spent in trying to 
elevate the condition of these viciously-living 
people goes for naught; for they reason to 
themselves very much as the tramp did when 
urged to leave his roving life, and earn an 
independent livelihood: “Why should I work?” 
asked he. “The women folks on my route 
takes good care of me. Some gives me my 
‘victuals, some gives me my clothes; the city 
furnishes free lodgings in winter, the country 
in summer; and why should I run my con- 
-stitution down with hard labor, and get no 
thanks?” But let .the generous-minded house- 
keeper go with us, and follow these gifts 
which she says “can do no harm.” She shall 
-see that along with other well-meaning peo- 
_ in the central and more opulent parts she 
-has been contributing to support the vilest 
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dens which mar our fair city, helping to sus- 
tain hot-beds of iniquity which furnish the 
creatures who fill our penitentaries, endanger 
life and property, and who in times of pub- 
lic disturbance come to the surface of society 
in appalling numbers. Or she may follow 
her gifts to the squalid settlement on the out- 
skirts of the city, where, in nine cases out of 
ten, she will find them used to sustain some 
able-bodied man, sitting during the on win- 
ter in idleness over glowing coals, well sup- 
plied with tobacco and whiskey, exerting 
himself only to invent lies to put into the 
mouths of his half-clothed children, who are 
daily sent forth in the cold and snow to ex- 
cite the sympathy of the benevolent. 
Evidence of this sort was recently brought 
to bear upon an elderly housekeeper, who had 
been in the habit for years of giving food to 
whoever might apply at her door. “But,” 


ped | she said, when forced to acknowledge that 


the practice was pernicious, “these — are 
a God-send to us housekeepers. hat can 
we do with our cold pieces if they do not 
take them off our hands?” 

Have we not come upon a question of do- 
mestic economy which housekeepers would do 
well to consider? We are told over and again 
that Americans are culpably wasteful of food, 
and it is often asserted that a French family 
would live well on what we call the “refuse” 
of our tables. If this is true we are not going 
to save our consciences by making the poor 
beggar a sort of garbage receptacle for that 
which we should have consumed in our own 
families. 

It is high time to investigate our kitchen 
service and our own superintendence thereof. 
How many of us have trained cooks, who 
conscientiously turn everything carried from 
our tables to the best account? Such are 
rare, indeed. : | ‘ ; 

Said a friend in moderate circumstances: 
“I pay my cook four dollars a week, and I 
can well afford it. She saves me more than 
adollar every week by her economies. When I 
have a roast for Sunday, sbe makes us four 
good meals of it; once we have it hot, once 
cold, the third dish is a delicious meat-pie, 


|the fourth delightful croquettes. No spuri- 


ous, illy-made compounds, but each with just 
the right flavor and amount of cooking, so 
that each is equally welcome.” But in many 
families this same roast makes the door-beg- 
gar a convenience, and is given away, the 
mistress saying apologetically, “The family 
would not eat it. They were tired of seeing 
it come on the table.” 

When we have appropriated the cold meats, 
including the very bones, our bread to the 
last crumb, and even the cold vegetables to 
make second-day dishes, there seems to be 
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little left which. could go into the garbage 
ail, much less into the basket of the street- 
eggar. But perhaps we shall find a hand- 
some balance of our monthly allowance for 
table expenses left in the treasury. If, then, 
we are really disposed to devote this sum to 
the benefit of our poor neighbors, there are 
many better ways than to use it as a premium 
on willing idleness and beggary. Give it to 
the day-nursery, to the kindergarten, to the 
kitchen-garden, to any or all of those great 
educating agencies which are rescuing pau‘ 
er children, and putting them in the way to 
intelligent and self-reliant industry. 

But, if the thrifty cook or good mistress 
sees a threatened waste of food which might 
in some straightened household prove a bless- 
ing, then let it be given away, not indiscrimi- 
nately, but with judgment and carefulness, 
There is a clear and safe rule for giving. We 
must give only to two classes of poor—those 
who are disabled and those who are struggling 
against odds to help themselves. If in the 
circle of your acquaintance there are none 
to whom you can safely give without hurting 
sensibility or encouraging beggary or weaken- 
ing self-dependence, perhaps you can opensuch 
connections by consulting some Ward Visitor 
or agent. But we must not think to escape 
the charge of wastefulness by merely giving 
away our surplus table supplies to somebody 
who seems to be in want. For two reasons: 
,. First, we teach the poor a very bad lesson 
when we give away that which they can 
plainly see we ought, with good management, 
such as we expect of them, to use ourselves. 
How can we, when careless in using our own 
resources, talk to them of prudence, foresight, 
economy? ‘First cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye.” Second, pauperism is a plant 
of easy growth. Just so far as any one is 
learning to depend upon any resource to 
which he is not entitled, and for which he 
can make no adequate return, just so far he 
has lost independence, and is demoralized. 
How easy may it be for our poor friend, de- 
pressed, ignorant and unthinking, to fall into 
the habit of considering it his rich neighbor’s 
duty to take care of him! 

But to return to our cold pieces. Having 
selected a recipient who will not be injured 
by our gift, let us make it still surer by our 
method of bestowal. It will all depend upon 
the impression made upon the recipient’s 
mind. Better far if some little task shall 
have earned the food before it is given; but, 
at all events, let it come in such shape that 
he shall know that you respect your gift 
yourself. Donot huddle it together, a mussy 
heap of incongruous stuffs, thrown in a black 
tin pan or at the bottom of an old basket, but 


place it in an attractive form on a nice clean | 
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dish, with accompanying accessories of clean 
napkin or cover of some kind; and all the 
better if a kindly hint go with it as to the 
best way of re-cooking. To return dish and 
napkin will cost your poor friend but little 
trouble; and by your painstaking you have 
shown him a degree of respect which will 
help him to respect himself, instead of mak- 
ing him feel as though he had served in the 
capacity of temporary slop-bucket. Why 
may not every gift to the poor be raised above 
the idea of a mere dole, and made a “means 
of grace” to both giver and receiver by ex- 
pressing on one side and awakening on the 
other a-sense of personal friendliness and 
good will? 

On whatever side we approach this great 
subject of charity, with intent to find a rem- 
edy for existing evils, we inevitably come to 
the one solvent—education. The benevolent 
and prosperous class has need of larger and 
clearer views, as well as the dependent and 
miserable. On this important subject of waste 
we must patiently work and wait till just ideas 
can ripen into wiser practices. In time peo- 
ple will learn that domestic economy is one 
vital condition of building up a great social 
fabric. Frugality and thrift ina million 
homes will make a strong and prosperous na- 
tion. Has not France been lifted out of the 
depression which followed war and eer 
by those economical national habits whic 
have their birth in the household, and which 
accustom people to turn to best account 
those things which their English and Amer- 
ican neighbors throw aside as useless? When 
our comfortable country-women set the ex- 
ample of economy to their poorer neighbors 
by practising themselves and teaching to 
their cooks such principles of kitchen thrift 
as may be learned at the cooking-schools now 
springing up, when the mothers and daugh- 
ters of a poorer class learn the same things in 
our ward houses and kitchen-gardens, there 
will be no beggar children knocking at our 
back gates, and one great element of waste 
will be conserved. Then we shall learn that, 
for morals as well as for money, “better is a 
penny saved than a penny earned.” 


THE Ledger justly says: A common stor 
of suicide is repeated from New York. k 
man who had accumulated in legitimate 
business a moderate fortune squandered it in 
Wall street speculations, and then, in a state 
of mind described as insanity, killed himself, 
leaving a large family to get along the best 
way they can, without money and without his 
aid. The insanity in this and similar cases 
first manifests itself when stock speculation 
takes the place of honest work. It is gamb- 
ling in its worst form, with every chance 
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against the small operator, and in the long 
run is doubtless even worse than a swindling 
lottery. The surest and, in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred, the shortest road to moder- 
ate wealth is through honest toil. 


(ERR RA NR SE PTE OE A TT SE 


ITEMS. 


THE Mont Cenis Tunnel has been complete- 
ly blocked by a land slip. 


A GENTLEMAN in Albany has rented a va- 
cant lot near his residence, fenced it in, and 


fitted it up as a playground for the boys of the 
neighborhood. oe ’ 


On the 12th inst., the electric railway to 
Lichterfeld, Prussia, was opened, and was a 
perfect success. A number of scientists and 
officials were present. 


THE United States has more miles of tele- 
graph lines than any other country in the 
world—170,103, comprising about 300,000 miles 
of wire—not including lines used exclusively 
for railroad business. Russia is the second 
nation on the globe in this respect, having 
56,170 miles, Germany 41,431, France 36,970, 
and Great Britain 23,156. 


It has been suggested that the two Arctic 
expeditions about to set out from San Fran- 
cisco should each carry coils of light steel 
wire, which could be easily transported over 
ice and snow on sledges, for the purpose of 
maintaining communication between the ex- 
ploring parties and the bases of supplies from 
which they push forward into an unknown 
and —_ region. It is said that the wires 
could be rapidly laid as eack party proceeded, 
and constant telephonic communication kept 
up with eros slight additional cost 
and labor. This proposal is at present noth- 
ing more than a suggestion, but it is offered 
= an electrician, Mr. James Gamble, of the 

estern Union Telegraph Company. 


SINCE the commencement of the adminis- 
tration of Postmaster-General James, in 
March, a net annual saving of $412,034 has 
been effected in the cost of the Star route and 
steamboat mail service. This saving, it is 
stated, ‘‘has been effected without in any 
way crippling the service or curtailing its ef- 
ficiency, and has been made on exact infor- 








mation gathered by inspectors of the Depart- Pp 


ment, who have carefully examined the 
various routes. Much of the reduction is the 
result of the labors of the Commission sent 
to Memphis to investigate the river service 
ramifying from that point.’’ A very consid- 
erable further reduction is promised on the 
30th of June next, when useless service will 
be allowed to lapse.— Public Ledger. 


A Sr. PETERSBURG correspondent tele- 
graphs to London on the 13th inst., that ‘the 
Golos publishes a communique denying the 
reports that an extraordinary close guard is 
kept around the Emperor at Gatchina, and 
says he goes about freely in the grounds. 
This statement corresponds with my own in- 
formation. The alarming statements by for- 
eign journals regarding the health of the 
Empress are unfounded. The stories about 
armed Cossacks guarding the ante-rooms in 
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the palace nightly are pure invention. The 


Czar’s manifesto and the resignation of the 
Liberal Ministers came like a thunderbolt on 
those who are in a position to be wellinformed. 
The relapse into absolutism is lamentable in 
itself and in its symptoms. 


PosTaL CAarpDs.—‘‘ The number of cards is- 
sued during the contract term, from July 1, 
1878, to June 30, 1877, was 550,619,500. Under 
the contract ending June 80, 1881, the number 
will be about 990,000,000. Under the new con- 
tract, which will expire June 30, 1885, the 
estimated number will be 2,000,000,000. This 
latter number is so vast that few persons have 
an adequate conception of it. Some idea of 
the quantity of the cards to be thus furnished 
may be formed by the statement that it would 
require three men over sixty years to count 
them singly, working ten hours every day in 
the year, and counting at the rate of fifty a 
minute; or, if the two billion ecards could be 
placed end-to-end, they would extend a dis- 
tance of over 164,000 miles, or more than six 
times the circumference of the earth.” 





NOTICES. 


FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVER- 
SAL PEACE UNION IN NEW YORK. 

First Congregational Church, Fourth ave. 
and Twentieth street, N. Y., evening of 27th, 
morning and afternoon of 28th and afternoon 
of 29th inst., and in Friends’ Meeting-house, 
Twenty-seventh near Broadway, evening of 
28th inst. Children’s Peace meeting on First- 
day afternoon in the church. Friends and all 
others cordially invited. 





The Annual Meeting of the First-day School 
Association of New York ene Meeting will 
be held at the Meeting-house, Fifteenth street 
and Rutherford place, New York, on Second- 
day evening, Fifth mo. 23d, at 8 o’clock. The 
Elena from the different schools are re- 
quested to meet at half-past 7 o’clock. 





A Children’s Meeting will be held at the 
Twenty-seventh street Meeting-house, New 
York, on First-day afternoon, Fifth mo. 22d, 
at 3 o’clock. 

Children from several of the schools within 
the limits of the Yearly Meeting will take 
art in the exercises. All who are interested 
in the First-day School cause are invited tp be 
present. 





A general Temperance Meeting, under the 
care of the New York Yearly Meeting’s Tem- 
perance Committee, will be held at the Fif- 
teenth street Meeting-house, New York, on 
Third-day evening, Fifth month 24th, at 8 
o’clock. ; 

A general invitation is extended to all who 
are interested in the subject to attend. 

Jos. A. BoGARDUS, Clerk. 





A meeting of the Burlington First-day 
School Union will be held at the Mount Meet- 
ing-house, Sixth mo 11th, at 10 o’clock A.M. 

All interested are invited. Carriages in 
waiting at Juliustown. 

SETH ELy, 


Wa. WALTON, } Clerks. 








= 


